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The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs was aware of allegations of
weapons mishandling and alcohol
misuse at its embassy in Iraq be-
fore the shooting death of security
guard Chris Betts, contrary to evi-
dence provided to the Queensland
Coroner.

In his report on the death of
Betts handed down on Monday,
Coroner Terry Ryan found that
Betts’s employer, Unity Resources
Group, was “engaged in actively
covering up information which did
not reflect well on the company”.

DFAT knew of embassy’s gun, alcohol risks
“In these circumstances, it is

likely that Mr Hughes (DFAT’s re-
gional security adviser in Bagh-
dad) and other DFAT staff were
deliberately kept in the dark by
URG about internal issues. 

“In this circumstance, I am un-
able to conclude that DFAT’s
oversight of the contract was in-
adequate” the report states.

This is despite a series of stories
published by The Australian,
many on the front page, that
quoted allegations, letters and re-
ports of safety breaches by URG
management.

There was also a series of ques-
tions raised in federal parliament

three months before Betts died
that showed that the highest eche-
lons of the department were aware
of warnings published in The
Australian.

The senior DFAT bureaucrat
responsible for approving the
$51m private contract to guard
Australia’s embassy in Iraq, Paul
Molloy, had been flown to Bagh-
dad the previous month to assess a
litany of damaging allegations of
safety and security breaches at the
mission.

Under questioning by mem-
bers of the Senate estimates com-
mittee, then DFAT secretary Peter
Varghese told the parliamentary

committee the department had
not only “looked into all the
issues” of reduced effectiveness of
security raised by contractors in
Iraq but “rejected them”.

“The core question here is: has
this contract been managed in a
way that doesn’t put our staff at
any additional risk? The answer to
that is clearly in the affirmative.”

Mr Varghese told the parlia-
mentary committee that in his
view, the issues raised were the re-
sult of “disgruntled former em-
ployees” and a media “beat-up …
it’s been misleading, inaccurate
and unbalanced”, he said. 

“Here are the facts. Patently the

department puts the highest pri-
ority on the safety and welfare of
its employees and the suggestion
that we would run a cut-price se-
curity system is, frankly, quite of-
fensive. There has been no
additional risk imposed on our
mission in Baghdad as a result of
the transition from the old con-
tract to the new contract. 

“Indeed, the only additional
risk that has arisen in this case has
been the placing on the public re-
cord of security details by the jour-
nalist in question, which does raise
issues of risk to our staff.” 

However, The Australian has
also seen emails to Bill Elischer,

then director of the High Threat
Security Section of the Diplomatic
Security Branch of DFAT, written
in 2012, four years before Betts’s
death, which alleged serious secur-
ity breaches.

Written by Michael Stewart, a
former Australian SAS captain
who was hired by URG as security
manager in Baghdad, the email’s
claims were acknowledged and re-
ceived by Mr Elischer on Septem-
ber 3, 2012.

In his email, Mr Stewart out-
lined a series of observations and
warnings about breaches of stan-
dard operating procedures and lax
gun security at the embassy, as

well as the use of alcohol and drugs
in the URG compound.

These included:
● Alcohol in rooms including

clear evidence of drinking i.e. spirit
bottles etc … “I was not able/pre-
vented to check rooms”.

● Loaded sidearms at meal
times.

● Incorrect storage of weapons
at night.

● A team leader who exhibited
odd behaviour with an automatic
weapon who had conducted lone
trips while armed outside the
security wires, including at night.

Mr Stewart asked Mr Elischer
to keep his observations “in house”

but recommended formal action:
“My overall opinion was that there
was a classic failure of leadership;
An ‘odd’ PM combined with weak
Team Leaders and inexperienced
Operation Managers, and clear
lack of discipline, in particular ad-
herence to operational and ad-
ministrative procedures,” his
email said.

Tania Ferrai, a specialist nurse
who worked for URG, also gave
evidence at the coronial inquiry
about the attempts she and other
nurses had made to warn DFAT of
the problems, including documen-
tation she said she had sent to Mr
Hughes at the end of January 2016.

PAOLA TOTARO

Labor is prepared to defy its
national platform and support a
government bill that introduces
mandatory minimum sentences
for the most serious child-sex
offences, as Anthony Albanese
says his party “will assist in any
way possible” to stop the crime.

The Morrison government
has tried to wedge Labor over the
Sexual Crimes Against Children
Bill, which was a 2019 election
promise and legislates minimum
terms of five to seven years for
the worst child-sex crimes.

Recidivist child-sex offenders
would also face minimum sen-
tences from one to four years.

While Labor’s national plat-
form states that the party
“opposes mandatory senten-
cing”, opposition legal affairs
spokesman Mark Dreyfus said
on Wednesday there was “a lot
that this bill gets right”.

“There is nothing more sick-
ening than child sexual abuse,’’
Mr Dreyfus said. “Children are
the most precious and vulner-
able members of our commun-
ity. Labor has no tolerance for
these crimes or the people who
commit them. We want to see
pedophiles locked up. 

“Labor will work with MPs
and senators from all sides to
strengthen our laws to protect
our children. Nothing should get
in the way of this objective.

“Labor will be moving
amendments to the bill but, re-
gardless of the outcome, we will
be supporting the legislation.”

Labor’s amendments would
remove mandatory minimum
sentences from the bill and in-
clude a statutory review of com-
monwealth sentencing practices
in two to three years to ensure
child-sex offenders were being
sentenced in line with commun-
ity standards and expectations.

Opposition senators have
warned that minimum mandat-
ory sentencing would have per-
verse unintended consequences,
was ineffective in reducing crime
and conflicted with the role of
the judiciary as an independent
arm of government.

But caucus agreed this week
to support the bill and the party’s
proposed amendments ahead of
debate resuming on Thursday,
guaranteeing its success.

The Opposition Leader told
question time on Wednesday:
“Child-sex crime is something
that is beyond comprehension
and it’s something that should be
stamped out and we will assist in
any way possible.”

The bill also includes a new
maximum penalty for child-sex
offences of life imprisonment
and a presumption against bail,
to keep offenders in custody
while they face trial.

Home Affairs Minister Peter
Dutton warned on Wednesday
“depraved” pedophiles using the
dark web and encrypted devices
would be hunted down.

Citing the success of Opera-
tion Arkstone, which has
charged nine men in three states
and protected at least 14 children
from harm, Mr Dutton said there
were individuals online
communicating and remitting
money to other parts of the
world but the Australian Federal
Police and AUSTRAC were de-
tecting “more and more people”.
The government is also consid-
ering giving security agencies
new powers to access encrypted
content on social media.

Attorney-General Christian
Porter said 39 per cent of con-
victed commonwealth child-sex
offenders did not spend a single
day in prison last financial year,
while victims were left to face the
trauma for the rest of their lives. 

ALP gets 
behind 
child-sex 
crime bill
ROSIE LEWIS
GEOFF CHAMBERS

“Do you know what SBP is? … It’s
suicide by police … They are
gonna put a bullet in my head.”

Christopher Peter McGrail,
44, was suffering an acute
psychotic episode when he said
those words. 

He told friends he wanted
police to shoot him, and he urged
them to go ahead and do it in a
long, terrifying confrontation,
during which he threatened their
lives, and the lives of others. 

And he was, in the end, shot
dead by police in Grafton, on
August 6, 2017.

An investigation was held,
during which the NSW Police
Commissioner, through lawyers,
urged NSW Deputy Coroner
Elaine Truscott to conclude
that McGrail’s death was “self-
inflicted”. She declined. 

In findings handed down on
Wednesday, Ms Truscott ac-
knowledged McGrail’s death had
“hallmarks of a concept” known
as “suicide by police” but she said
“although Mr McGrail was re-
peatedly urging the police to
shoot him … I do not think that an
injury causing death which is in-
flicted by another can be de-
scribed as a self-inflicted death”. 

Ms Truscott in her findings
sought to illustrate the complex
circumstances behind this, and
many other, police shootings. 

McGrail, born in Sydney in
1972, was 44 when he died. He had
lived a difficult life. 

His parents separated when he
was four, and McGrail “had a dif-
ficult progression through the
education system”.

He attended a special facility
for children with behavioural or
disruptive issues for part of his
schooling before being expelled,
in Year 10. 

Aged 16, he moved to Brisbane
to live with his grandmother but
that didn’t work out. He spent
time in juvenile detention
centres. At 19, he got involved in a
fight and was stabbed in the thigh.
He was sent to prison. 

Upon his release, he met
Amanda Skinner, with whom he
had four children. 

When he met Ms Skinner,
McGrail was already using al-
cohol, cannabis and ampheta-
mines. Their relationship was
marred by domestic violence,

with McGrail serving several jail
sentences for assaulting her. His
son, Clinton, took his own life
during one of his periods of incar-
ceration. He was 18. 

McGrail’s drug use escalated
after Clinton’s death. 

On August 6, 2017, he ap-
proached the young residents of a
unit on North Street in Grafton,
telling them he wanted to commit
“suicide by cop”. He reeked of al-
cohol, and was armed with two
knives. One member of the
household managed to call police.

Bystanders recorded the en-
counter on mobile phones. These
recordings show police saying
things such as: “Mate, just drop
the knife, mate. You’re not in
trouble. It’s all right mate, just put
the knife down.” 

The footage also records
McGrail saying: “I want to be
shot”; “I want to be with my son”;
and “You have to shoot me”. 

A local police officer who
knew McGrail for many years,
Sergeant Dallas Leven, is heard
on Taser footage saying: “Chris,
put it down, put it down … put it
down, mate” and “Come on, Chris
… I don’t want to shoot you” and
“Chris, you know me — just put
the knife down, please”. 

McGrail kept coming at him.
“Get ready,” he said, as he raised
the knife “in a driving motion.” 

Sergeant Leven fired two
shots, and McGrail slumped into
a half-kneeling position. 

The police again used a Taser
to see whether he might drop the
knife, but he didn’t. 

“Sergeant Leven then used his
foot to push Mr McGrail in the
left upper arm and shoulder area
… This action had the desired
effect of knocking the knife out of
his hand.” 

Ms Truscott concluded that
McGrail “wanted to end his life,
and intended to do so by engin-
eering a situation in which the
police would be forced to take
lethal action against him”.

How a sad life ended 
in suicide by police
CAROLINE OVERINGTON

McGrail

The Morrison government has
offered a last-minute reprieve for
a flagship aid program in Papua
New Guinea designed to train
future leaders and tackle corrup-
tion, which was slated to close to
free up money for coronavirus
support.

The move to axe the five-
year-old Pacific Leadership and
Governance Precinct was put on
hold after the intervention of
PNG’s high commissioner to
Australia, John Kali.

Mr Kali told The Australian
he was prepared to fight to revive
the initiative, after the Austra-
lian government announced it
would “draw to a close in June”.

He contacted the head of
Australia’s office of the Pacific, in
the Department of Foreign Af-

fairs and Trade, to express his
disappointment at Australia’s
decision to kill the program.

Mr Kali, a former PNG public
service chief, said the program’s
graduates “have made positive
and lasting impacts in their
respective organisations”.

“Values and ethics-based
leadership with transparent and
strong governance is the heart-
beat of viable democracy,”
he said.

Former foreign minister Julie
Bishop also blasted the move to
wind up the program, saying it
had been envisaged as “an en-
during partnership” between the
two countries. 

Late on Wednesday, a
spokesman for Pacific Minister
Alex Hawke told The Australian
the initiative would be “paused”,
with its future to be determined
after the pandemic.

Australia has spent at least
$100m on the initiative.

Key PNG aid program 
wins stay of execution
EXCLUSIVE
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Doig ‘paid for daily access to girl victim’
NIKKI SHORT

‘Abhorrent’: Serial Greens candidate Jonathan Doig, freed on bail, outside Sutherland Police Station

Former Greens candidate Jon-
athan Doig has been accused of
receiving 352 images and videos
of a 13-year-old Filipino schoolgirl
and allegedly paying more than
$120,000 to 97 individuals and
groups over the past decade seek-
ing child abuse material.

The climate activist, sus-
pended by the NSW Greens after
The Australian revealed he had
been arrested at his southern Syd-
ney home and charged with three
child abuse offences, was granted
bail in the Central Local Court on
Wednesday and forced to surren-
der his passport.

Federal prosecutor Sandra Lo
opposed bail for Mr Doig, who ran
against Scott Morrison in Cook at
last year’s election and appeared
in court via video link, arguing he
posed an “unacceptable risk” to
the community.

In granting bail for the 57-
year-old, magistrate Margaret
Quinn noted the charges, includ-
ing the live-streaming of child
abuse from The Philippines, were
“abhorrent”. 

Mr Doig, who will report to
police three times a week and live
at his Gymea Bay home with his
wife and 16-year-old daughter,
stared at the floor in his cell at the
Sutherland Police Station as the
court heard details of his alleged
offences.

Following a lengthy investi-
gation, Australian Federal Police
officers charged Mr Doig on
Tuesday with procuring a child to
engage in sexual activity outside
Australia, using a carriage service
to solicit child abuse material and
possessing child abuse material
obtained or accessed through a
carriage service. The alleged of-
fences carry maximum sentences
of 15 years’ imprisonment.

Ms Lo said alleged communi-
cations between Mr Doig, a soft-
ware engineer with almost 30
years’ experience, and his alleged
Filipino victim began in Decem-
ber 2019 and continued “daily”
until his arrest.

“He spoke daily with a child of
13 years and received 352 images,
some constituting child abuse
materials. He has exhibited an act
of sexual proclivity to children
which has been facilitated by the
internet,” Ms Lo told the court.

“There are no conditions which
would adequately mitigate these
risks.”

Ms Lo said 97 different people
or groups located in The Philip-
pines had financially benefited
from Mr Doig’s alleged use of
child abuse material between
2010 and 2020. She said there had
been “over 400 transactions” al-
legedly traced back to Mr Doig
and he had an “ongoing sexual
interest in children”.

Defence barrister Greg Stan-
ton said Mr Doig would be moni-
tored in a “constant and diligent
fashion” while at home and the
offences carried an “objective
gravity”.

Mr Stanton said Mr Doig’s
wife had allowed him to return
home and she would monitor his
conduct. He is not to be left un-
accompanied with a child under
16 and is banned from using the
internet or electronic devices.

Ms Lo said Mr Doig had also
received a school report from his

alleged victim and she was often
“dressed in a school uniform”. 

The court heard police alleg-
edly detected a further five con-
versations between Mr Doig and
“young girls” in The Philippines
over the course of his alleged of-
fending, which allegedly spanned
10 years, and that “more victims
were anticipated”.

“A further five chats with
young girls believed to be under-
age were almost daily and carried
on for two years, and there were
images exchanged,” Ms Lo said.

She added that police were still
trying to locate further child
abuse material on Mr Doig’s devi-
ces but investigators had encoun-
tered an “element of encryption”
that indicated more offensive
images and videos could still be
discovered.

Mr Doig was rushed out of a
back entrance at Sutherland
Police Station late on Wednes-
day, in the same navy blue zip-up
jumper and black jeans he was

wearing at the time of his arrest.
The Australian understands the
Extinction Rebellion activist was
a key figure in the Stop Adani
movement and has run in local,
state and federal elections for the
Greens.

Greens leader Adam Bandt
said the party stood with “survi-
vors of child sexual abuse” and
condemned “in the strongest
possible terms those who would
seek to harm children”.

“Upon hearing of the alle-
gations, the Greens took action to
ensure the former candidate’s
membership was suspended
pending court proceedings,” Mr
Bandt told The Australian.

A UNSW spokeswoman said
the university was “currently re-
viewing the employment of Jon-
athan Doig”, who is a software
engineer with the university’s
City Futures Research Centre.

“UNSW is co-operating with
the AFP and is unable to com-
ment further, given this is a police
investigation,” she said. 

Mr Doig will next appear at
Downing Centre Local Court in
Sydney on August 4.
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A former Greens candidate who
ran at last year’s federal election
has been charged with three child
sex abuse offences after the Aus-
tralian Federal Police executed a
warrant at the climate activist’s
home in Sydney. 

The Australian can reveal
Greens member Jonathan Peter
Doig, who ran in the southern
Sydney seat of Cook against Scott

Greens activist arrested over alleged child sex abuse offences
Morrison, was arrested at his
Gymea Bay home by AFP officers
on Tuesday afternoon following a
lengthy investigation.

Mr Doig will appear in Syd-
ney’s Central Local Court on Wed-
nesday accused of allegedly
paying more than $120,000 over
10 years for child sex abuse
material, including the live-
streaming of child abuse from The
Philippines.

The 57-year-old was charged
with procuring a child to engage in
sexual activity outside Australia,
using a carriage service to solicit
child abuse material and possess-

ing child abuse material obtained
or accessed through a carriage ser-
vice. The alleged offences carry
maximum sentences of 15 years’
imprisonment. 

An AFP spokesman said Mr
Doig, who also ran in the seat of
Cronulla at last year’s NSW elec-
tion, had been arrested at his home
as part of an ongoing investigation.

Police will allege the child sex
abuse offences were committed
over a 10-year period and included
possession of child-abuse material
and soliciting child-abuse material
via payments made to individuals
overseas, known to be involved in

producing live-streaming of child
sex abuse.

Mr Doig, who posted on Face-
book in April about donations he
made to support food relief in
Manila, allegedly made financial
transactions to beneficiaries,
including minors.

The arrest of the former Greens
candidate, who has posed in social
media photos with Greens MPs,
comes as law enforcement agen-
cies push for greater powers to
detect sex offenders using encryp-
tion to hide in the dark web.

Mr Doig, who has lived at his
Gymea Bay home since 1999, is a

perennial Greens candidate run-
ning in state and federal elections.

In a profile published before
last year’s NSW election, the St
George and Sutherland Shire
Leader said Mr Doig’s grandfather
had served two terms as the Lib-
eral MP for Burwood.

The UNSW City Futures
Research Centre lists Mr Doig as a
software engineer, who has
worked in spatial systems for
almost 30 years.

The Australian attempted to
contact Mr Doig. 

The arrest came after The Aus-
tralian last month revealed the

AFP, Department of Home Affairs
and Britain’s National Crime
Agency had partnered with anti-
child trafficking officers in Manila
to bust a child sex abuse racket and
rescue three children who had
been used for live-streaming of
child rape.

The international sting was
sparked after an Australian man
was detained by Australian Border
Force officers, having returned
from The Philippines.

AFP Commissioner Reece
Kershaw has previously warned
that traffic across the dark web was

Continued on Page 2
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Police arrest Jonathan Doig at a Sydney rally last October

goes by with reduced numbers and
a greater flattening of the curve,
there’s increased potential across a
range of different activities,” he
said.

While hotel quarantine and
strict border control measures will
remain in place for an extended
period, HSU NSW/Queensland

Continued on Page 4

McManus that the premature eas-
ing of restrictions could have cata-
strophic consequences.

Health Minister Greg Hunt
said the AHPPC, which is holding
rolling meetings this week, would
provide advice to the national
cabinet ahead of Friday’s meeting.

“What we want to do is to get
Australians back to what we call a
better normal,” Mr Hunt said. 

“Recognising that we’ve had
extraordinary success, we still

The Australian sharemarket has 
soared past 6000 points as 
investors ride a wave of central 
bank liquidity and optimism 
over easing coronavirus 
restrictions and improving 
economic data, even as value 
becomes increasingly hard to 
find. 

After surging 2.4 per cent on
Tuesday to a fresh three-month 
high of 6144.9 points, the 
benchmark S&P/ASX 200 
Index has now shot up 32.5 per 
cent since hitting its low point 
11 weeks ago. 

Meanwhile the Australian 
dollar hit an 11-month high of 
US70.41c before falling sharply 
to just below US69.00c in early 
European trading. 

The local sharemarket was
led higher by big gains on Wall 
Street after better-than-
expected US jobs data and a 
broadening of Federal Reserve 
lending. 

Asian markets were mostly
positive after further gains on 
Wall Street, with China’s 
Shanghai Composite up 0.6 per 
cent, Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
index up 1.1 per cent, and South 
Korea’s KOSPI up 0.2 per cent. 
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Votes prove a Premier attraction 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk
has stuck fast to keeping the
state’s borders shut even as she
and her ministers launch a swing
around regional Queensland to
promise cash to the state’s key
tourist attractions, which are
struggling to make ends meet
without visitors due to ongoing
travel restrictions to stop the
spread of COVID-19.

The Premier and senior minis-
ters have spent this week travel-
ling from zoo to aquarium to
football stadium to announce
support packages for the industry
but are refusing calls to lift bans on
tourists and other non-essential
travellers entering the state.

Opinion polls at the weekend

suggested the Labor govern-
ment’s support among Queens-
land voters has shrunk markedly,
pointing to a possible loss at the
October 31 state election.

While Ms Palaszczuk insisted
the announcements were part of a
detailed program to kickstart the
state’s economy, many of them
will help businesses in marginal
seats. Already, some tourism
regions have complained they are
missing out on assistance. 

“We have done well with the
health response, now we are onto
the economic response,” the
Premier said in Mackay on
Tuesday.

Pledges so far include $11m for
Gold Coast theme parks, $3m for
Australia Zoo, $3.5m for the
Cairns Aquarium and $6.5m for
tourism infrastructure associated
with the Townsville Stadium, and

it’s not even halfway through the
week.

However, tourism bodies on
the Sunshine Coast are unhappy
they have been denied funding to
help market their attractions
when their competitors on the
Gold Coast and Cairns have had
no problem getting assistance.

The operator of Maleny Bot-
anical Gardens and Bird World,
Gareth Shipp, said the popular
Sunshine Coast hinterland attrac-
tion had missed on out any assist-
ance despite the hit to its business
during the shutdown and the
need to feed and care for about
700 birds.

“It’s just bizarre that we have
missed out on everything,” Mr
Shipp said.

Continued on Page 4

CRAIG JOHNSTONE
QUEENSLAND EDITOR

The closure of Queensland’s bor-
ders has not hurt tourism busi-
nesses, according to documents
filed with the High Court by the
Palaszczuk government this week. MORE REPORTS P4

Black Lives Matter protests are
expected to delay the easing of
COVID-19 restrictions by at least a
week, potentially costing the econ-
omy more than $1bn and prevent-
ing tens of thousands of people
getting back to work.

The Australian can reveal the
national cabinet, which will meet
on Friday, is likely to ditch plans to
adopt a more rapid scaling back of
social restrictions, pending an
evaluation of whether the rallies
triggered coronavirus outbreaks. 

The Australian Health Protec-
tion Principal Committee, which
had flagged last month that two
weeks of low infection rates would
be a trigger for unlocking
restrictions, believes it will take up
to 14 days to assess the impact of
the demonstrations on new
COVID-19 cases.

With only two new infections
recorded across the country on
Tuesday, both imported from
overseas, and low infection rates in
recent weeks, the national cabinet
had been expected to update the
three-stage COVID-19 roadmap
at its Friday meeting. 

Treasury estimates have indi-
cated the ongoing cost to the econ-
omy of stage two and three
restrictions remaining in place
could be up to $6.3bn a month.
Lifting stage two restrictions was
expected to get 275,000 Austra-
lians back into work, and an
additional 323,000 jobs would be
restored after stage three restric-
tions were removed.

The Australian understands
that states and territories, most of
which have come under pressure
over allowing the BLM protests,
will still continue unlocking their
economies incrementally, in line
with the COVID-19 roadmap.

The Health Services Union and
Maritime Union of Australia on
Tuesday pushed for an end to most
social restrictions, in contrast with
calls from ACTU secretary Sally

need to be vigilant, but with each
day we’re making progress on the
health front and with each day
that means we can make progress
on the economic front.”

Mr Hunt said that, if there was
“continued progress” in flattening
the curve, there was the potential
to “increase actions and decrease
the restrictions”. 

“I am hopeful that over the
course of this week we’ll continue
to see progress and, each week that

Queensland’s Chief Health
Officer Jeannette Young and the
government “do not admit” that
the border closure has hurt the
companies that are challenging
the restrictions, they show.

The six plaintiffs allege the
border closure is invalid because it
goes beyond what is necessary to
control the spread of COVID-19.

And, they claim, the closure has

imposed financial hardship on
their businesses and breached
their constitutional right to travel
freely throughout the nation.

The parties to the challenge —
who have engaged prominent
Sydney barrister Guy Reynolds
SC — are seeking an urgent High
Court hearing on Wednesday to
force Dr Young and the govern-
ment to disclose the materials they

relied upon when they closed the
borders.

Mr Reynolds told Chief Justice
Susan Kiefel last week that this
material was needed to prove
there were no reasonable grounds
for the border closure.

He told a directions hearing the
border closure was “irrational”
and had possibly been made for
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Keeper D’Arcy McCallum with rowdy macaws at the Maleny Botanic Gardens and Bird World on the Sunshine Coast, which has missed out on funding

Sharemarket surges 
past 6000, dollar 
hits 11-month high

Beijing has warned hundreds of
thousands of Chinese students
against studying in Australia,
leaving the nation’s struggling
universities facing a $5bn blow
and putting further pressure on
the relationship between Scott
Morrison’s government and the
Asian superpower.

Education Minister Dan
Tehan and university leaders re-
jected the Chinese Ministry of
Education’s assertions that Chi-
nese people face “discriminatory
attacks” and said their focus
would be on supporting the more
than 167,000 Chinese students
already in the country. 

Late on Tuesday, the Minis-
try of Education told Chinese
students to be cautious in either
coming to study in Australia or
returning to study, just days after
a similar warning was put out by
communist authorities to poten-
tial tourists. 

“Recently, major Australian
universities plan to start school
around July. The spread of the
new global pneumonia outbreak
has not been effectively con-
trolled, and there are risks in
international travel and open
campuses,” the Chinese state-
ment said. “During the epidemic,
there were multiple discriminat-
ory incidents against Asians in
Australia. The Ministry of Edu-
cation reminds all overseas stu-
dents to do a risk assessment and
is currently cautious in choosing
to study in Australia or return to
Australia.”

Mr Tehan said on Tuesday
that Australia was both a
COVID-safe and racially toler-
ant country and would continue
to support Chinese students. 

“We reject China’s assertion
that Australia is an unsafe desti-
nation for international stu-
dents,” he said in a statement. 

“Australia’s multicultural
success is based on our respect
for all Australians and visitors,
including international students,
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Protons pinpoint cancer sites

The treatment of cancers next to
the brain, eye and spinal cord, as
well as deadly tumours in child-
ren, will become much more pre-
cise and effective with the
creation of Australia’s first pro-
ton therapy centre in Adelaide.

In a major boost to people
fighting cancer, between 600 and
700 patients will be treated each
year at the Australian Bragg
Centre, part of a $500m 12-storey
project in Adelaide’s burgeoning
biomedical precinct.

Set for completion in 2023 and
with patients due to arrive 18
months later, the Bragg Centre
will be Australia’s first dedicated
proton radiation therapy centre,
providing the most technologi-
cally advanced and precise treat-
ment to people who at present
must travel overseas to access the
specialised treatment.

Proton therapy is a form of
radiotherapy that uses beams of
protons to obliterate diseased
tissue, most commonly cancer-
ous tumours.

Its key benefit over traditional
radiotherapy is that the dose is

dealt in a narrower range with a
minimal exit dose, reducing po-
tential damage to surrounding
healthy tissues.

This is particularly important
when treating tumours in small
children and those that are close
to critical structures such as the
eye, brain and spinal cord.

Premier Steven Marshall an-
nounced the project yesterday
with development partners Com-
mercial & General, which last
year completed the acclaimed
Calvary Hospital, and medical
partner the SA Health and Medi-
cal Research Institute.

SAHMRI executive director
Steve Wesselingh said the insti-
tute was proud to be involved in a
project that would help patients
in Australia and across the world.

“The Australian Bragg Centre
will figuratively and literally be
built on the emerging technology
of proton therapy,” Professor
Wesselingh said.

“The building’s three under-
ground levels are dedicated to a
facility that will not only deliver
lifesaving treatment to cancer
patients, particularly children,
but will provide for research to
unlock further benefits of this
relatively new field and be a train-
ing ground for proton therapy
specialists from the Asia-Pacific
region and beyond.”
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How The Australian broke the story on Tuesday
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