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US oils its 
way to top
WASHINGTON: The United
States is on pace to leapfrog
both Saudi Arabia and Russia
and reclaim the title of the
world’s biggest oil producer for
the first time since 1974. 

The latest forecast from
the US Energy Information
Administration predicts that
US output will grow next year
to 11.8 million barrels a day. 

“If the forecast holds, that
would make the US the world’s
leading producer of crude,”
said Linda Capuano, who
heads the agency.

Worker had 
decade off
MADRID: A Spanish public
servant who skipped work for a
decade without anyone notic-
ing spent his free time running
a male brothel and drawing
erotic comics.

Carles Recio, who was paid
a €50,000 ($80,000) salary as
an archives director in Valen-
cia’s provincial government,
would show up to the office
every morning at 7.30am to
clock in using the fingerprint
scanner before heading home,
only returning to the office at
3.30pm to clock out.

An administrative tribunal
in Valencia this week banned
Mr Recio from holding public
posts for nine years.

TENS of thousands of pro-
testers are expected to take
to the streets of London
today as US President Don-
ald Trump flies into the UK. 

Police are preparing for
their largest security opera-
tion since the riots of the 2011
English summer.

Mr Trump’s visit follows a
two-day meeting of NATO
in Brussels — described by
observers as the “most tense”
in the military alliance’s 69-
year history. 

He will spend only a short
time in London but the UK
capital will be the focus of
street protests, including the
launch of a giant helium-
filled balloon in the shape of
a “Trump baby” complete
with small hands and a
mobile telephone.

The US embassy in Lon-
don has advised Americans
to “keep a low profile” in case
demonstrations turn violent.

On arrival, Mr Trump and
First Lady Melania Trump
will head to Blenheim Palace
in Oxfordshire, northwest of
London, to attend a black-tie
dinner for 100 guests hosted
by the British Prime Minister
Theresa May. 

The Trumps will return to
London by helicopter and
spend their first night in the
UK at Winfield House, the
US ambassador’s residence
in Regent’s Park.

The next day, the presi-
dential entourage will travel
to the British Prime Minis-
ter’s country home Chequers
for a working lunch before
Mr and Mrs Trump meet the
Queen for tea at Bucking-
ham Palace. 

Mr Trump will spend the
weekend visiting his golf
courses in Scotland before
flying out on Sunday evening.

The presidential visit
takes place as an embattled
Mrs May prepares to face
down a rebellion by an
increasingly vocal group of
Eurosceptic backbenchers
which could kill off her plan
for future relations with the
EU and wipe out her majori-
ty when it returns to the
parliament on Monday.

Mr Trump and Mrs May
do not have a close relation-
ship, and the UK and US
have stark differences on
many issues, from the Iran
antinuclear deal and global
trade to how to approach
Russian electoral inter-
ference and NATO funding.
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UK braces for Trump
Blimp set for takeoff 


